
TANZAKU

Tanabata is widely considered synonymous with celebrating koi, romantic love, and casting one’s wish. 
Hanging tanzaku, brightly colored strips of paper ribbons, with hand written wishes is customary during 
Tanabata. Tanzaku are typically tied to bamboo. 

Traditionally, once Tanabata celebrations had ended, tanzaku, and other decorations, were put into a riv-
er or sent out to sea so that the gods could take them away. However, the modern practice has evolved, 
with care and concern for the environment, and people often opt out of putting bamboo shoots with 
tanzaku into the waterways.

Make Your Own Tanzaku

What you’ll need:  
• Colored paper (origami paper, plain construction paper, heavy pt colored printer paper will do)
• Writing Utensil (Fine to Medium tip will work best) 
• Ruler(Optional)
• Scissors
• Hole Punch
• String or Twine
• Bamboo

1. Cut the Paper
Using your ruler, divide your paper into three equal parts. (using 8.5 X 11 paper will make more than 
three) **If you do not have a ruler handy folding the paper crisply will work just fine. 

2. Punch a Hole
Next, use your ruler to measure 1-1.5 centimeters from the top of your ruler. In the center of the paper, 
punch a small hole in your paper. With thinner paper, you may want to reinforce your paper, tape is fine,  
before you use your hole punch. 

3. Make a Wish
Write your wish vertically, from right to left. Finish by writing your name in the bottom left corner. This 
is the most critical tanzaku element. Be sure to write your wish correctly, there’s only one Tanabata per 
year! 

4. Attach the String
Cut your string into segments large enough to wrap around the bamboo and hold your wish securely. 
Put the string through the hole at the top of your tanzaku.  

5. Tie It to the Bamboo
Secure the tanzaku by tying it to the bamboo. Make sure to tie it tightly so that it can’t be blown away 
but loose enough to fly in the wind!  

6. Enjoy! 


