
BELLE ISLE
AQUARIUM

ABOUT THE AQUARIUM
The Belle Isle Aquarium, designed by famed 
Detroit architect, Albert Kahn, opened on Au-
gust 18, 1904. Its Beaux Art style entrance is 
decorated with an ornate arch incorporating two 
spitting dolphins and the emblem of Detroit. The 
aquarium interior features rare, green Opalite 
glass tiles lining its vaulted ceiling. In the 1950s, 
the Aquarium underwent a major renovation to 
modernize the facility. The black tiles and 
stainless steel tank frames date to this period. 
The Aquarium is managed by the Belle Isle
Conservancy and dedicated volunteers.

EVENTS
SCIENCE SATURDAYS Come learn something 
new at Science Saturdays lectures, held the 
first Saturday of the month in the Aquarium 
classroom. 

KOI TRANSFERS  Bring a bucket and help 
transfer the koi fish from their winter and
summer homes at these family-friendly events! 

LIGHT UP THE AQUARIUM. The Aquarium’s 
annual fundraiser is held the first Friday of
December. Enjoy a holiday-themed strolling
reception to support the ongoing maintenance 
and enhancement of the nation’s oldest 
operating aquarium. 

Hours:
Saturday and Sunday

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Open on Fridays in the 

summer

900 INSELRUHE DR
DETROIT, MI 48207
FOR MEMBERSHIP, DONATIONS, AND 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES,
CALL:
313.331.7760, EXT. 404

FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES, 
RENTING THE AQUARIUM, OR 
SCHEDULING A TOUR, CALL:
313.331.7760, EXT. 402

FOR BOOKINGS AT THE CONSERVATORY, 
CASINO, OR FLYNN AND DNR RELATED 
QUESTIONS, CALL:
1-800-447-2757

YOU MAY ALSO CONTACT US VIA EMAIL 
at info@belleisleconservancy.org

BELLE ISLE 
AQUARIUM



WELCOME

  HISTORY

EXHIBITS & FUNFACTS

CATFISH 
Catfish use “whiskers” - known as 
barbels - to navigate through their low 
light environments. The barbels contain 
both taste buds and olfactory sensors al-
lowing Perruno catfish to taste and smell 
their environment in search for food.

PUFFERFISH
The Mbu Pufferfish can grow to a length 
of 26 inches long and is commonly 
referred to as the giant pufferfish. The 
Mbu Puffer originates from the Congo 
River as well as the east coast of Lake 
Tanganyika in Africa.

ALCOVE
The recently renovated back alcove has 
11 new tanks that house starfish, jellyfish, 
clownfish, and seahorses. Learn some fun 
facts about these interesting creatures.

The Aquarium has a long and rich history 
of educating, entertaining, and amazing
generations of visitors. We hope through 
visiting the Aquarium and learning some of its 
history, you will be inspired to join the Belle 
Isle Conservancy. With your support, we look 
forward to a restored Belle Isle Aquarium for 
the enjoyment of all. 

Vance Patrick
Belle Isle Conservancy Board Member, 
Aquarium Co-Chair

Jennifer Boardman
Aquarium Co-Chair 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
-Margaret Mead

1899 David Heineman, a Michigan State 
Representative and Detroit city attorney, 
successfully sponsors a bill in the Michigan 
State Legislature for $150,000 to build an 
Aquarium and Horticultural Building on 
Belle Isle Park.  

1904 The Aquarium opens to the public 
on August 18th, 1904. 

1955 After closing in 1954 for 
renovations, the aquarium reopens with 
artificial lighting and ventilation. The familiar 
black ceramic tile, stainless metal frames and 
center pagoda are introduced at this time. 
The pools were removed and the number of 
display tanks increased to 57.

2005 The City of Detroit announced the 
Belle Isle Aquarium would close due to a lack 
of funding during difficult economic times. On 
April 3, 2005, the Aquarium closed and its 
exhibits were dispersed to other aquariums 
and institutions. 

2012 On September 15, 2012, the 
Aquarium reopens through the Belle Isle 
Conservancy and is run by a dedicated crew 
of volunteers and a limited number of 
restored exhibits. 

2015 The Belle Isle Aquarium expands 
its hours, and sees over 5,000 visitors each 
weekend.

GAR
The Belle Isle Aquarium is the only place 
where you can find all seven species of 
the gar family under one roof. 

ELECTRIC EEL
Electric eels are capable of generat-
ing powerful electric shocks of up to 
600 volts, which they use for hunting, 
self-defense, and communicating with 
fellow eels.


