
 

 

 
Dear Volunteers. 
 
Thank you for supporting our anti-litter efforts on Belle Isle! During our 2017 Spring Clean-up, 
which corresponds with Earth Day, we launched our Anti-Littering Campaign ‘Keep Belle Isle 
Beautiful’. As a part of the campaign introduction, together with the community, we created a 
trash fish mosaic with litter found on Belle Isle during the clean-up. The mosaic is currently on 
exhibition at the Belle Isle Aquarium as a part of our anti-litter initiative.  
  
The focus of the campaign is to increase awareness through education about the impact of litter 
in our parks and waterways, and cultivating action by providing solutions to prevent littering 
behavior. It’s because of individuals like you that our anti-litter efforts will be a success. Thank 
you for being excellent park users and thank you for helping to Keep Belle Isle Beautiful. 
 
 
Fondly, 
 

Genevieve Nowak 

Director of Volunteer Services 
Belle Isle Park 
 
Belle Isle Park 

 The island was originally settled by French explorers in the 1700s, who referred to it as 

Hog Island 

 One of the island’s most famous structures is the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory, 

the oldest conservatory in the country 

 The Belle Isle Aquarium is the oldest aquarium in North America 

 The William Livingstone Memorial Lighthouse is the only marble lighthouse in the U.S. 

 The Dossin Great Lakes Museum features one of the largest collections of model ships in 

the world and the bow anchor of the legendry S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald 

o When launched on June 7, 1958, she was the largest ship on North America's 

Great Lakes, and she remains the largest to have sunk there 

 Belle Isle is older and larger than New York City’s Central Park by about 200 Acres.  

o How large is an acre? Roughly the size of a football field 

o  Belle Isle is 982-acres- that’s close to 982 football fields 
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Attractions on Belle Isle 

 Travel all over the globe and explore the Great Lakes and waters of the world at the Belle 

Isle Aquarium, home of one of the largest collections of air breathing fish in the world 

 Learn about plants and explore our beautiful formal gardens at the Anna Scripps 

Whitcomb Conservatory- Make sure to visit our Venus Fly Trap on display 

 Learn about ships and our beautiful Great Lakes from the Dossin Great Lakes Museum 

 Sunbathe and swim on our beach 

 Play on one of our many playscapes 

 Fish along the Detroit River 

 Have fun on our tennis and basketball courts, soccer and baseball fields 

 Rent kayaks, canoes, bikes and snowshoes via Riverside Kayak Connection (RKC) 

 Ride the Giant Slide- a Detroit classic! 

 Have a picnic, BBQ or family reunion 

  

Animals of Belle Isle 

Owls, white tail deer, turtles, geese, coyote, killdeer and piping plovers are just some of the 

animals that you might see living on Belle Isle.  
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What is litter? 

Litter defined as any foreign substance that is considered abandoned. 

Question: Which of the images below are considered litter (select all that apply)? 

1. Gum       2. Plastic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Abandoned Car     4. Food Scraps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Beach Toys      6. Cigarettes  
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Answer: It’s all litter! 

1. When you spit your gum out on the ground it sticks and eventually looks like image one. 

Did you know that gum is one of the most littered items (second to cigarette butts) and 

does not break down. It costs 50 times the price of a stick of gum to remove it from the 

pavement! 

2. Just one plastic bottle can take 450 years to decompose. We can solve this problem by 

using reusable containers as well as recycling the plastic that we do use. 

3. An abandoned car is considered litter too! Anything that is abandoned is considered to 

be litter and can be harmful to the environment. 

4. It’s okay to litter food scrapes because they can decompose right? Wrong! Food scrapes 

can take months to break down, attracting and unwanted bugs and pests. 

5. Don’t leave your toys behind on the beach. Mostly made of plastic, beach toys also take 

hundreds of years to break down. In the meantime, the chemicals in them can harm 

animals and our environment. 

6. Cigarettes are the #1 littered object. Chemicals from cigarettes are not only harmful for 

our bodies but also our environment.  

Why is litter harmful? 

 The average person produces 4.4 pounds of garbage each day 

 Sometimes we don’t think about the chemicals that are already in the plastic and paper 

products that we purchase and use- when items are littered, those chemicals harm our 

soil, oceans, rivers and lakes 

 Humans, animals and plants all need unpolluted water to survive 

 Between 10 and 20 million tons of plastic debris end up in the water each year. This 

plastic breaks down into ‘micro plastic’ and is consumed by aquatic animals.  Through the 

food chain, humans then consume this form of harmful litter 

 Food scraps and other organic items that are disposed of improperly can increase algal 

blooms in water, which reduces the amount of available oxygen for other aquatic life, 

such as fish 

 The presence of litter in a community decreases property values by a little over 7% 

according to the National Association of Home Builders pricing model 

 Fishing line can take up to 600 years to decompose- trash left behind from fishermen 

continues to be a problem, often times littered along the beaches and canals of Belle Isle 

 Hooks can become stuck to or pierce the skin of not only our wildlife but 

also our four legged friends visiting the island 

 Hooks, lines and weights are swallowed by wildlife and our pets causing 

injury and death; line wraps around animals, causing injury and death 

 1 million sea birds and 100,000 marine mammals die each year after 

becoming entangled in or ingesting litter 

 And lastly, littering kills 10,000 trees every year 
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Michigan specific litter 

 Michigan is the largest populated state without an anti-littering campaign 

 Michigan ranks #41 in cleanliness and litter removal, making it one of the top ten dirtiest 

states in the nation 

 Most litter found on Michigan parks are consumables from visitors, food wrappers, water 

bottles 

 One average 514 pounds of newspaper, magazines, and food wrappers are picked up 

yearly. That weighs about as much as 2.5 Lion Football quarterbacks!  

 Michigan’s  Adopt-a-highway program collects 70,000 bags of trash annually 

 Cigarettes are the most littered item  

 $435 million of recyclable material goes into landfills each year 

 87% of litter collected by Adopt-a-Beach is plastic 

o Plastic litter is even more harmful to our wildlife as it breaks down and is then 

eaten by birds, fish and other animals 

o Always consider using reusable water bottle rather than disposable plastic 

Fishing and litter 

 Fishing line can take up to 600 years to decompose- in the meantime, it can wrap around 

wildlife as well as our own pets, causing injury and death 

 Hooks can become stuck to or pierce the skin of wildlife 

 Littered hooks and weights often times are swallowed, causing injury, poisoning and 
death to animals 

How to prevent this when fishing 

 Take unwanted fishing line home and cut it into smaller pieces  

 Be aware of surrounding trees to ensure nothing gets stuck while fishing 

 Use a bait box to organize fishing supplies and making sure nothing gets left behind 

Financial cost to litter: 

 During the high season (June-August) Belle Isle average 800,000+ people visiting the 

park each month 

 In staff cost alone, Belle Isle spends $2,136 A DAY during the high season picking up the 

waste left behind by park users 

 Until we have a culture shift that embraces anti-litter mentality, we are going to 

continue to not only negatively impact our wildlife and marine life, but also continue to 

waste resources 

 Total annual staff cost spent on picking up garbage on Belle Isle is $536,154 – that over 

half a million dollars! 
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How YOU can help prevent litter 

Five easy steps … 

1. Don’t litter 

2. Recycle when you can 

3. When you see litter pick it up and properly dispose it 

4. Using a refillable and reusable water bottle, if not recycle your plastic one! 

5. Bring your own bag to the store, instead of using plastic bags 

And Volunteer! 
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Safety Precautions 

Stay safe while you #KeepBelleIsleBeautiful 

 

Safety first- The island can include some rough terrain, please be careful while walking around 

the island. Never go into the water to collect litter.  

Protect yourself- Never pick up litter with your bare hands- always wear gloves.  Be sure to wash 

your hands thoroughly (with soap and warm water) when finished.  

Stay hydrated- Drink plenty of water while volunteering. Consider sunscreen and bug spray as 
well. 

Sharp objects- Never allow youth to pick up potentially dangerous objects. If broken glass or 

other sharp objects are found, have an adult chaperone collect it. Do not put it into your trash 

bags, as it may tear through the plastic and cause injury. Consider a cardboard box instead. If 

something appears potentially dangerous, always error on the side of caution and leave it. In this 

case, please notify park staff of its location so that it can be disposed of properly. 

Avoid poison ivy: Due to the nature of being a park, you may encounter poison ivy in some areas. 
Below is an image of what it looks like. Please be sure to avoid it. Wearing clothing that protects 
your skin, such as pants and long sleeve shirts, provides additional protection.  

 

Look everywhere – Litter can be transported via wind and end up hiding almost anywhere. Be 
sure to look for litter along fencelines, tucked away under bushes and even up in trees (plastic 
bags are notorious for this).  

Have fun – Make games or competition out of your task. Celebrate who finds the most colorful 
or unique piece of trash and/or who collects the most. Please email photos to Genevieve Nowak 
nowakg@belleisleconservancy.org with “Anti-Litter Volunteer Photo” in the email subject line 
and we will be happy to highlight your volunteer group’s efforts on social media.  

 

 

mailto:nowakg@belleisleconservancy.org
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Litter Location 
 

 

Attached is a map of the island. Although park needs are constantly changing and litter locations may 
vary, below are standard locations where litter typically collects. You may also drive once around the park 

upon arrival to identify locations that need additional attention. 
 

Kids Row/ Playscape and its parking spaces: The playground that is location along Loiter Way Street and 
behind the giant slide (“H” on map). 
 

The beach and surrounding area: “N” on the map 
 

Along the various lakes and canals: Marked on the map 
 

Old zoo fence line: Along Loiter Way (east of Inselruhe). It is located just past Kids Row but before you 
reach the forest. 
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Trash Can Challenge! Design your own trash can to help us prevent litter on Belle Isle.                   

We welcome you to submit your ideas as we continue to create campaign receptacles for the park. 

Suggestions may be emailed to nowakg@belleisleconservancy.org  

mailto:nowakg@belleisleconservancy.org
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